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BIRTH NOTICE 


Blow the trumpet! Sound the timbrel! 


The Occurrent,the quarterly publica- 
tion of the Indiana State Library has a 
new brother. (Or is it a sister?) 
This is volume l, numbesg 1, of THE FOCUS 
ON BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY. The purpose 
of this monthly publication is to foster 
and encourage library service to business, 
and industry. The war period pointed out. 
(if pointing out was necessary) the part 
business and industry play in our life. 
The war has been won, the battle for 
peace, prosperity, and ecconomié security 
is still in progress. 


Bearing the financial and publica- 
tional responsibility of- THE FOCUS is 
the Indiana State Library. The ef@‘tori- 
al responsibility rests with the Commit- | 
tec on Relations with Business and Indus- 
try of tue Indiana Library Assoeiation. 
On this committee are: Harold J. Sander, 
State Library,Chairman, Ethel Cleland, 
Business Branch, Indianapolis Public 
Library, Marcelle Foote, Connersville 
Public Library, Margaret M.Smith, Busi- 
ness and Industrial Branch, South Bend 
Public Library, and Louise Lage, Lilly 
Research Laboratories Library, © 


It is for the librarians in the 
smaller librarics in the smaller towns 
that this publication is primarily in- 
tended, Suggostions,criticisms and con- 
ments are invitod, This is the first 
issue. Its future uscfulnoss and value : 
will depend, in part, on your suggestions: 
and comments. 


' Houses. Crown publishers. 1946. 
_ This thorough practical guid covers all. 


, oe a “a ge al 
HOUSES! HOUSES! 
Have you been swamped with requests 


for house plans? If you have, and if you 
intend to order some new books on this 


/ subject, may we suggest: 


Dean,J.P.& Breines,S.-The Book of 
2200. 


elements involved in planning and build- 
ing homes in the low cost range of 
$5,000 to $10,000. More than 100 houses 
of all types and styles are shown con- 


' plete with photographs, plans, cost 


factors and details." Publisher's 
nnouncenent.e 


Dunhan,C.W. & Thalberg, M.D.-Planning 
Your Home for Better Living,..cGraw.1945, 


' $4.00. "Practical: book for the prospec- 


tive home owner with information on 
selection of land, planning the house, 


. proportioning of rooms, construction, 


painting and decorating, landscaping 


and legal matters and financing. (Con- 


tains also) 100 photographs, drawings, 


: and floor plans." Library Journal. 


Koues,Helen’-How to Choose, Plan and 


, Build Your House. Tudor publishing co. 


1946. $1.25. "In pamphlet form, this 


introduces the »rospective home.owner’ to ~~ 


some of the basic principles of plan- 
ning-- types of nouses -indoor details - 


| upkeep= resional types of houses 


remodeling houses,etc, There is a very 
superficial presentation= but there arc . 


; a“Bood many facets of the subject 


toucned upon here that are usually omit-~ 
ted in such books -stairs,windows,door— 


i ways, snutters,fences,etc." Kirkus. 


(Continued on p-ge 3) 





FOCUS on Business and Industry. 


Vol. 1, No.l. April, 1946. 
Published monthly by the Indiana 
State Library in cooperation with the 
sub-committee on Relations with Business 
and Industry of the Indiana Library 
Association's Public Relations Committee. 


This committee consists of: 
Harold J. Sander, Chairman Reference 
Division, Indiana State Library. 
Ethol Cleland, Business Branch, 
Indianapolis Public Library. 
Marcelle K.Foote, 
Connersville Public Library. 
Margaret M.Smith,Business and Industrial 
Branch, South Bend Public Library. 
ise Lage, Lilly 
mosearch Laboratories Library. 
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INTERLIBRARY COOPERATION 


As has been pointed out earlier, this 
publication seeks:to promote and further 
1ibrary service to business and industry. 
Doubtless it is impossible for the smaller 
library to expect to supply as much 
business and industrial information as 
it would hope. This is where the State 
Library can helpe It serves as some- 
what of a clearing house on a state-wide 
oasis. On problems and questions beyond 
the resources of the local library the 
State Library invites your troubles. 
Satisfaction is not guaranteed,but your 
request will be given consideration. If 
material is not available at the State 
Sibrary, possible contact® can be made 
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ith other libraries such as the Business | 


8ranch of the Indianapolis Public Library, 
the Lilly Research Laboratorics Library, 
aiso the Purdue and Indiane University 
Libraries. 


Frequently suggestions can be made 
as to where to write for the definite 
information you need. The State Library 


has a fairly good business and industrial , 


directory collection. Namos of firms, 
trade associations and trade publica- 
tions frequently are the sources for the 
information necdede 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS 
NEEDED BY EVERY 
LIBRARY 


The publications of the agencies and 
departments of the United States Gov- 
ernment are the most valuable inexpen- 
sive source of information for public 
libraries. Listed below are a few of 
the publications that every public 
library should have either as a direct 
source of information or as a means of 
locating material. The first five 
publications are indispensable and the 
others will be worth much more than 
their cost. 


Unless otherwise noted these publi- 
cations may be obtained from the Super- 
intendent of Documents, Government 
Printing Office, Washington 25,D.C. 


United States Government Publica- 
tions. Monthly Catalog. $2.25 per year. 
A list of publications arranged by 
issuing agency and indexed by subject. 
Since this catalog is a little late in 
publication it would be well to have 
your library put on the free mailing 
list for the Semi-monthly List of 
Selected Government Publications. 


List of Available Publications of 


the U.S.Department of Agriculture. 


Annual. Free from the department. 


United States Government Manual. 
Two editions a year. $1.00 ner copy. 
Official information on the organiza- 
tion and functions of the departments 
and agencies of the Federal government. 


Official Congressional Directory. 


Several issues during each Congress. 
$1.25 per copy. Biographical directory 
of members of Congress together with 
personnel of and information on execu- 
tive, judicial and diplomatic offices. 


Statistical Abstract of the United 
States. Annual. $1.75. Summary of and 
guide to published statistical infoi- 
matione 

(Continued on next page) 
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GOVERNUENT PUBLICATIONS (continued Architectural Forum-The Book of Low 
from nage 2) | Cost Houses. Simon & Schuster. 1940. 
' Stiff paper covers.$1.00. “Photographs, 
Educational Directory. Annual. ' plans, construction details, costs and 
Pt.1-Federal,state and county school | some interiors for about 100 houses... 
officers. 10¢. i Introductory chapters illustrated in 
Pt.2-City school officers. 15¢. detail,discuss the design,construction 
Pt.3-Colleges and universitics. 20¢. and financing of the low cost home,with 
Pt.4-Educational associations and ' a view to lowering costs." Booklist. 


directories. 10¢. | 


Architectural Forum-1936-1938-1940 
Sixteenth Census of the United ! Book of Small Houses. Simon & Schuste¥. 
Stetes. 1940. This includes volumes on Each volume $1.96. These volumes contain 
p.rulation, housing, agriculture and plans, ohotograpns, specifications and 
businesses Most important for general interiors of houses in all price ranges. 
litcary use is population, V.1 ($2.50). 
dceling with the number of inhabitants. Nelson, G.éWright,H.N.-Tomorrow's 
> yulation,V.2,pt.2 ($2.75),Charactcr- {| House. Simon & Schuster. 1945. $3.00. 
istics of population cbntains the "Tomorrow's House is a good deal more 
stacistics for Indiana. than 2 work of design criticism, happy 
though it may be in that department. It 
United States Official Postal Guide is not a 'complete guide for the home 
Ti.1. $1.50. Domestic postal organiza- builder,' however, as the jacket says, 
Z.10on and regulations. Lists of post ; suggesting one of those anthologies of 
»?fices. Useful in identifying towns . Dream Houses or an almanac of products 
57S small to be listed in ather places. and prices. Rather, this book introduces 
publicly a new kind of thinking about 
Domestic Commerce. Monthly Magazine houses." New York Times. 
$1.00 per year. If you are looking for 
a business magazine this is recommended Townsend,G.& Dalzell,J.R,-How to Plan 
2:3 being the most gegerally useful in a House. American Technical Society. 
the field. 1942. $4.50. "Many detailed drawings 
and photographs illustrate a book 
Business Service Check List. | planned -rimarily to help the layman 
'ssued weekly,free. Write to U.S.Dept. visualize his house and cooperate with 
5. Commerce, Special Business Service the architect." Booklist. "This is not 
>osk, Room 2830-13,Washington 25,D.C. just another book on house planning. It 
“is check list is a convenient way does not merely present plans; it snows 
+? have your attention focused on how such plans are made, with the fac- 
inportant frec and inexpensive pubdli- ' tors involved in every decision which 
c:.tions on Business and Industry. : help shape those nlans." Preface. 


4OUSES (continued fron page 1) Small EHomes,1944-45,1946. 2v.,each 
$1.00. V nubleehing co.,ltd., 


Walkers 
Abercrombie, R.K.-How to Buy or 372 Bay Street, Toronto 1. 1946. 


Build Your Home Wisely. Macmillan. 

1941. $1.75, "Beginning with a discus- ! - Mouse of the lionth Book of Small 
sion of who should own his own hone, Houses. Garden City. $2.50. 1946. These 
(the author) examines the problems last two titles are of recent publica- 
facing the prospective home owner tion and have received no critical 
through all stages of acquisition until notices, but from their titles should 
he finally places his insurance on his prove of some value to patrons wish- 
property." Library Journal. ing books of plans. 
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Wanted: information on how to be a 
mind reader in six easy lessons. 
Wouldn't this be a big help to libra- 
rians? Haven't you ever encountered the 
patron with a reference question, who 
insisted on beating around the bush? 
io would start off with a vague general- 
and later come out with a very 
oseucific, definite request. You finally 
tied him with questions and third de- 
ed him into telling vou what he 
Lily wantod to know. 


‘2 


3% 'do o & 
+3 os 


¢ 


The moral of tnis story is, "Always 
ask your patron at least one question 
to verify your interpretation of his 
inquiry," or "Don't zo off half cocked." 
Tne moral of the moral is that this also 
anolies when you pass your qucstions 
along to tne State Library or any other 
library. Be Specific! Be Complete! 
For cxaaple: don't just say you want 
naterial on China. Elucidate! Explain if 
you mean the country or dishes. When 
passing on a biographical request, tell 
as much as your natron or you know 
a yout the »xerson in question. A little 
exnlanation here will make the problon 
much simplcore 


BuBALMED, THAT IS 


To a person by the name of C.N.Bovee 
is attributed the statement "Books are 
embalmed winds." If we want to carry 
this to a logical (or illogical) conclu- 
sion, don't be surprised if your pro- 
fessional neighoor accosts vou at dis- 
trict meetings with "How's business at 
vour mortuary?" 


Governiient ovudlications are usually 
considered dull reading but every so 
often even so staid a publication as 
the Congressional Directory vrovokes 
a "Tsk Tsk$" If vou don't believe it 
check the section that lists the resi- 
dences of the Justices of tho a 
Court and read what the asterisk: 
daggers, and tne narallels mean Ties 
the names of tue august justices. All 
we can say is "“iiy iy” 


i prices, c 


library tool, 


, was 17.12 cents! 
; Almanac. ) 


‘ material issued by the Dense 
ie 
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MAYBE YOU WILL BE 
INTERESTED ---- 


"Libraries Stress Service to Business" 


is tne title of an article in the March 


1946 issue of Domestic Commerce. (See 


: List of Government publications on this 


same azee)Donald R.Burgess, assistaat 
director of the depattment's office of 
information is the author. 


Accompanying this article is an \ 
attractive illustration entitled "Your 


; Public Library a Source of Business 


Facts." This illustration is a good 


: poster idea. It would be a good basis 


for an cxnibit. 

Do — concerning statistics, 
st of oe figures,etc. 
stump et If so, try the Eccnonic 
Almanac. This almanac is published 


‘annually by the National Industrial 


Conference Board, 247 Park Ave.,New 
York 17. Price $5.00. as a useful 

it ranks next to the 
World Almanac and Statistical Abstract. 


In case :7ou are interested, tne 
cost of labor involved in making one 
dollars wortn of nuts and bolts in 1940 
(Source Economic 


The "Business Service Check List" 
mentioned in the Govern.sent Publica- 
tion list is a new and useful »ublica- 
tion. Issued weekly,free, it lists 
artuent of 


Ik. Much of 
Tae sub- 


a 
si arate 
forn,making 


a 
Commerce the crevious wes 
the material listea is _ 
lication is in check li 
ordering simple. 


he book that is the trump card 
for librarians in the smaller cities 
is Marian C.ilanley's Library Service 
to Businoss: its Place in the Sinall 
City. This 72 page,1946 publication is 
issued by the ALA. Price $1.25. 


lext month, watch for a list of 
"So vou want to go into business" 
books and comebhebie. 





